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Goy Atkinson's Wife, Now on Trial for the
Crime of Forgery, s Convicted,
Will He Pardon Her?

THE.
EXECUTIVE

oz

GOV. ATKINSON'S YOUNG BRIDE

AT THE EX_ECUTIIIV]E MANSION.

8 this page of the Magazine Supplement goes to press Gov-

ernor Atkinson, the chiel executive of West Virglnia, finds.

~himself confronted by the most distressing perplexity (hat
the human mind can Imagine, :

Governor Atkinson may at any hour be called upon to deelde be-
tween Love and Duty—to determine whether his young bride shall
be taken from the Executive Mansion to the State prison, . or
whether he will exercise the pardonlng power in deflance of hig oath
of dffice and overthrow the efforts of justice.

Mrs. Myra H. Atkinson, wile of the Governor of West Virginia,
is on trial, accused of forgery, in the State of which her husband

is Chiet Exeoutive.
No moveligt ever found or !magined a more thrilling human

problem than this case presents. It possesses al the same time
etrikingly dramatic features and others of the most complex psy-
‘chological Interest. : .

‘| The scene of the trial is the little Court House of Glenyille,
‘3¥. Va., where the Circult Conrt of Gilmer County is held. The
' Judge heers the picturesque name of Blluzard,

' Snould a conviction result the situation will be an extraordinary
.one. Nothing quite lke it has, it is beliaved, ever been known In
American history.

The punishment for forgery Is, of course, a long term of im-
‘prisonment. A person convieted of the erime charged agalnst Mrs
_ Atlingon may be sent to jall for five years.

When the sentence I3 imposed and confirmed by the highest
sourt to which an dppeal may be taken, there Is only ons power

that can save the prisoner from jail. That is the power of the
Governor.

I Mrs, Atkinson shall be convieted, it will le with her husband

' to say whether she shall go to jail or not. '

It is Impossibla to comcelve, i our modern eivilization, a situa-
tion more cruel than that of Governor Atkinson. Try to reullze
‘the position in which he may find himself and all the agonfes Which

' he is no doubt suffering by antipipation.

Hete I8 a man newly married to a wife whom he devotedly
loves, and it rests with him solely to say whethar her life ghall be

'-mgked by a long term of imprisonment or not. He has but to
‘order the Brief form of pardon to be prepared, to sign his name
~to1t and she is free. Nolegal power in the land. can reverse his
“actlon, onee taken.

His wife is & woman of beauty, wezlth, education and refine-
_ment, She s the soclal leader of her State. Shall she be torn from
'fhni:i"-'s:ui_'roundmss and thrust Into jall with ariminals of the vllest
o deseription, with the consent of the husband who loves her?

' The Governor is self-made and an ambitlons man. His wife,
who'lg both clever and handsome, has been 6f great service to him.
She has been devoted to him. Shall he desert her?

o He stands indeed betwixt love and duty. The power of pardoning

. [he Joumal (il Give $I00 for the Best onswer fo

LOVE OR DUTY,

MOST DISTRESSING PERPLEXITY THAT
EVER CONFRONTED A PUBLIC OFFICIAL,

JUDGJE CAMDEN’S SIGNATURES.

oriminals 18 one of the greatest which the peaple eonfer om the
Governor, and the law requires that It shall be exercised with ex-
treme caution. He may ondy grant pardons in cases where faets
whieh had not been preésented to the courl, or wers not admissible
ag avidencs, and which greatly modify the gullt of the prisoner, are
lald before him.

Mra. Atkinson Is accured of 'forging the name of her late husband,
Judge Camden. She was at the time a rich women. It will havdly
appear, therefors, that there san be any e:s:tenu,aung clreumstances,

But her hushand's peosition must be considered. BSome allow-

ance f= to be made for human nature. The American people never
expect it to be suppressed altogether.

The sentimental balance of Governor Atkinaon's nature scems
to be indicited by his action in the Kimes case, In which he sald, In
effect, that the husband who dld not kill the disturber of his
domestic peace was culpable;

What will Governor Atkingon dp? That is the questlon which
West Virginia and the cest of the country will await with breath-
less Interest,

The events which have led up to thls extraordinary cllmax may
now be relnted,

Gevernor George Wesley Atkingon was married on June 24 to
Mrs. Myra H. Camden. 8He was already under indictment for
forging: the name of her husband, the late Judge Camden.

The speoific sacts charged against Mrs. Atkinson are the forgery
af the name of the late Judge G, D. Camden to two récelpts given
to J. P. Owens and to two memoranda concerning the sate of land
to Oweng by 'J'udge Conmden, The recelpis were slgned "G P,
Camden, for Mrs. G. D! Camfen,” and the defence s that Judge
Camden was M. and that Mrs. Camden, now 3drs. Atkinson, was
atithorized to slgn the papers.

Even before her Indiciment Mrs, Atkinson was the most re-
marksble woman in West Virginla, The Governor is her third
husband.

As = poor and'obscure girl ghe married In 1876 Dr. BEdward
Davig, 4 man of prominent family. He drank lye for whiskey one
dark night and died. '

In 1883 the widow married Judge Gideon Draper Camiden, the

- most prominent and wealthlest member of the fampus Camden
family. that numbers Senatars, Governors and milllonaires in its list
of notables. Fhe was then tMirty-elght, hendsome, vivaclous and
lively; Just the sort of woman to attrect & milllonaire widower of
seventy-five; and that He wasz attracted and that the widow was
not fwithout bhusiness sense, are proved by a marrviage coptract that
gave her 3100000 for marrying him and caring for him In his old
age and also by the will that gave her all of his estate except a few

8500 legaclss le left to his children and grandehildren.

THE ALLEGED FORGERIES.

A formal protest against the probating of the will was filed by
Martha M. Sommers, Dora B, Ramsburg, danghters of the deceased;
Wilson Camden, his granlson, @nd Genevieve Bogges, Lils grand-
daughiter, children of 2 dedeassl son and daughter of ine Judegs
This protest was filed by thelr attorney, Mr. Nathan Goff, now
Judee of the Tnitéd Staies Clroulit Court. After a hearing the
1Court ordered that the Instrument in question should ‘be recorded
“as the true last will and testament of &. D. Camien, dsceéased.”

jut spbseguent ltigation resulted In a. compromise, whereby
the widow was to reécelve §108,000.

AWhen the ghildren of the Judgze regalned possession of the estate
they' dlzsavered there had bLeen consilerable waste m' the outlying
Ianda Orpe Joshua P, Ohwens, of Gilmer County, they discovered had
gtripped the timber from & valuable tract and sold It ro Seott
Withers, The Camden helrs then began sult agialnst Withers tor
the money and agninst Dwens for trespass.

In answer Owens filed four receipts for money mn the hand-
writing of Myra H. Camdeén, aggregating shout $1,800, (n full pay-
ment for 215 acres; the iand on which he had cut timber. d

The four recelpts bare the respectlve dates 1583, 1884, 1885 and
1886, but a careful exominagton of the late Judge Camden's papers
disclosed no memorandum of such sale, nor 41 his bank books indi-
cate the recalgit of any such sums of money. Letters from Owens 1o
Camden were, it is alleged, dizsgovered; datsd 1880, and subsegquent to
tha receipts mentioned in which Owens disclaimed any title to the
land. *

An expert examination of the receipts filed by Owens disclaged,

It 18 claimed, that althpbugh they purported to be syrilten at different
times, embracing a perisd of four years, two of them had in reality

been written on two pleces of the same shest of paper anid af the

same time.
Judg= Camden's children and grandchildren then lald the matter

before the Grand Jury, and the indictment of Mrs, Atklnson fol-
followed.

The trial of Mrs, Atkinson began on Monday and the most in-
tense Intersst has centred in the lttle courtroom of Glenviile.
Slowly the case has progressed, and every atep has been desperately
fought by the attorneys for Mre. Atkinson,

The testimony for the prosecutlon has been very strong. On
Weadnesday, Cemden Sommers, grandson of ths late G. D. Cam-
den, Governor Atkinson's predecessor as husband of the defendant,
occupied the stand all day. His testimony was direct and glysn un-
hesitatingly,

Late in the day, when the examination In ohief was finkshed,
Sommers was turaed over to the defence, end his ecross-examina-
ton begun. It wag sharp and intended to be confusing, but Som-
mers stood up well under the ordeal, and though the merelless cross-
questioning is not yet finlshed, he has passed through it all without
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belng shaken on any vital points. .

Mpe. Atkinson was cheerful during the trial, thongh the evi-
denet pgainst her was extremely stroDg- She seems to he surs of
her acquittal and calmly bids her friends to wait for her side of
the case hefore passing individual ifudgment. Her onsa recelved a
blow, however, when the Grand Jury Hstened to testimony deéaring
on 1h= crime charged agnlnst Mrs. Atkinsoly, &nd at tne conclusion
indicted Joshua P. Owens, charged with being accessory to the
forgerica sald to have been committed, .

On Thursgday two witnesses gave svidenpe Soing to show that
Governor Atkingon's wifs, formerly Mrs, Camden, hed either forged
or agresd to forge letters #nd receipts by which £he would have
been eble to cheat the heirs of her late husband. By anté-dating
letters and receipts it would have appeared that My Camden had
sold tracts of land just prior to his death, and that i'l-health had
prévented him from recording the deeds. By this mesns stie could
gst the muney for the land and the helrs would not gét the be-
quasts, -

The Iast witness of the afternoon was the most telling, and his
testimony produced a decided sensation, This was L, L. D, Ter
He was asked to relate any conversation hé may have had w
Mrs. Atkinson subsequ=nt to Judge Camden's death. He said: |

"I went down tp Clarksburg to see Mrs, Camden atout thres
tracts of land, and she seid she could help me get the land. Sha
sald, ‘Tou write a letter and date it back In Judge Camaén's Hea-
time addressed to him and we can get the land easily.' T told her
1 did not ltke to do that kihd of business. She sald sne could givi
me véceipts sgainst the tract of land showing so much paid on
them; that the recelpts would be dated back In Camden's lltamm;"'

He was then asked: “Whal part of the conversation dld she
fisk you not to divalge?

e answered: *That part about the letters and mcotpts."'l

The Blale suys it has other witnesses to corroborate this y {
mony.

Joehn Norris, an aged blind man, u:m that shortly after th

death of Judge Camden he had a conversation with Joshua Owen
in which the latter said that he had just returned from Mrs. Cap
den's home "’t. Clarksburg, and had fully arranged matlcs wita ,'
In regard to his land, and that Mrs. Camden had Syen hi.m-a
ceipts far in excess uf the purchase price of the lapg. These a
the recelpts that are alleged to have been forgsd By Mrs. Alkins
and Owens,

Other witnesses corroborated Norris's testinony by detaill
gimilar conversation= with Owens. 2

If'the jury, now listening to the evidence %y mex“-i“g‘ ahall «
clare Mrs, Atkinson gullty, what will Goveraor Atkinson do? W

he let the law take its clurss, or will ha Gafy niz own oath of
fioe and mlsise’ the pardoning power? .

Gentle reader, what would you do if you wers Governor Atlj
son, of West Virginia? s b

hat Would You Do If You Were Gou. Atkinson

This Perslexing Question.




